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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on October 02, 2008. No 
claims have been amended. No claims have been canceled. Therefore, claims 1-25 
are presented for further examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-4 and 6-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Synnestvedt et al., United States Patent Number 6,598,057 (hereinafter Synnestvedt). 



4. With respect to claims 1,13, and 18, Synnestvedt teaches a method for 
configuring a first network device [= cable modem 102] in a communication network [= 
Internet 108] [see abstract], comprising: 

■ selecting one or more subsets of a plurality of standardized network 

equipment configuration parameters [= selects parameters based on policies, 
step 308 of fig. 3] by setting a variable to a certain value [= generate 
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configuration file, step 310 of fig.3] corresponding to the subset [fig. 3 and 
col.4, II.9 through col.5, II.32]; 

■ saving the values [= resulting configuration can be generated according to the 
DOCSIS configuration file standard, see abstract] corresponding to the 
selected subsets to a database entry [= a local configuration database, col. 6, 
11.61-62] on a server [= the configuration policy data being optionally cached 
on the TFTP server, see abstract] with a user interface [= configuration file 
being viewable through a user interface, see abstract and col. 7, II. 5-40]; 

■ loading the configuration parameters from the server to the first network 
device [= sending binary configuration file to the cable modem in step 316 of 
fig.3 and col.5, 11.9-10]; and 

■ setting software switches within the first network device based on the 
configuration file [= software upgrades as well as providing the new service of 
dynamically generating DOCSIS compliant configuration files to cable 
modem, col.3, II.40-53]. 

5. With respect to claims 2 and 14, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the subset 
or subsets are selected with a user interface [= configuration file being viewable through 
a user interface, see abstract]. 

6. With respect to claim 3, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the user interface is 
a computing device [= computer 100]. 
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7. With respect to claims 4 and 1 5, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the 
computing device is a personal computer [= computer 100]. 

8. With respect to claims 6 and 1 6, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the server 
is a trivial file transfer protocol server [= TFTP server 124]. 

9. With respect to claim 7, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the first network 
device is an embedded MTA [= EMTA within cable modem 102]. 

1 0. With respect to claims 8 and 1 7, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the 
communication features facilitate communication between the first network device [= 
cable modem 102] and a second network device [= cable headend 118 including cable 
modem termination service 104] [fig . 1 ] . 

1 1 . With respect to claim 9, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the second network 
device is a cable modem termination system [=cable headend 118 including cable 
modem termination service 104]. 

12. With respect to claim 1 0, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the second 
network device is a PacketCable provisioning server [= CMTS modem provision object, 
col.9, 11.10-62]. 
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1 3. With respect to claim 1 1 , Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the second 
network device is a media gateway [= CMTS may includes a media gateway]. 

14. With respect to claim 12, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the second 
network device is a PacketCable call management server [= CMTS, col. 2, 11.17-18]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Synnestvedt. 

1 7. With respect to claim 5, Synnestvedtt does not explicitly show that the computing 
device is a personal digital assistant. However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Synnestvedtt by 
implementing the computing device as a personal digital assistant because this feature 
increases flexibility for users. 
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18. Claims 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Synnestvedt in view of Bahlmann, United States Patent Number 6,393,478 (hereinafter 
Bahlmann). 

1 9. With respect to claim 1 9, Synnestvedt teaches a method for designating one or 
more of a plurality of communication parameters [= selects parameters based on 
policies, step 308 of fig. 3] and features making up a communication protocol standard 
specification as belonging in a predetermined subset of said plurality of parameters 
[fig.3 and col.4, II. 9 through col. 5, II. 32] and features, comprising: 

■ collecting information [= collect all the policy action objects, col. 11 , II.66-67 ] 
associated with each one of a plurality of networking devices that are 
purported to implement and support said standard, said information including 
the parameters [= DOCSIS configuration file parameters, see abstract and 
col. 2, II. 36-67] and features that are supported by each of said plurality of 
networking devices [= software upgrades as well as providing the new service 
of dynamically generating DOCSIS compliant configuration files to cable 
modem, col.3, II.40-53]; 

■ features that are supported by each of said plurality of networking devices [= 
software upgrades as well as providing the new service of dynamically 
generating DOCSIS compliant configuration files to cable modem, col.3, II .40- 
53]; 
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■ associating the information corresponding to each device with the device [= 
sending binary configuration file to the cable modem in step 316 of fig. 3 and 
col.5, 11.9-10]; 

However, Synnestvedt does not explicitly teach determining patterns of support 
and implementation of the parameters and features of devices of a similar type based 
on the association of information with its corresponding device and designating subsets 
of standard parameters and feature based on the determined patterns. 

In a related art, Bahlmann discloses determining patterns of support and 
implementation of the parameters and features of devices of a similar type based on the 
association of information with its corresponding device and designating subsets of 
standard parameters and feature based on the determined patterns [figs.4-5 and col. 10, 
11.14-61]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Synnestvedt in view of Bahlmann by 
determining patterns of the parameters because this feature allows personnel to search 
for devices on the network [Bahlmann, col.2, 11.13-14]. It is for this reason that one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated in order to 
contain embedded utilities that allow personnel to communicate with the devices, ask 
them for current parameters, send them new parameters, execute remote procedure 
calls, and even download software upgrades [Bahlmann, col.2, 11.18-21]. 
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20. With respect to claim 21 , Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the type of device 
is an embedded MTA [= EMTA within cable modem 102]. 

21 . With respect to claim 22, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the type of device 
is CMTS [= cable headend 118 including cable modem termination service 104]. 

22. With respect to claim 23, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the type of device 
is provisioning server [= CMTS modem provision object, col. 9, 11.10-62]. 

23. With respect to claim 24, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the type of device 
is call management server [= CMTS, col.2, 11.17-18]. 

24. With respect to claim 25, Synnestvedt further teaches wherein the type of device 
is media gateway [= CMTS may include a media gateway]. 

25. With respect to claim 20, Synnestvedt does not explicitly show determining 
patterns of features and parameters that are supported by devices of the same 
manufacturer. 

In a related art, Bahlmann discloses determining patterns of features and 
parameters that are supported by devices of the same manufacturer [fig. 13 and col. 13, 
11.4-51]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Synnestvedt in view of Bahlmann by 
determining patterns of features and parameters that are supported by devices of the 
same manufacturer because this feature allows personnel to search for devices on the 
network [Bahlmann, col. 2, 11.13-14]. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention would have been motivated in order to contain embedded 
utilities that allow personnel to communicate with the devices, ask them for current 
parameters, send them new parameters, execute remote procedure calls, and even 
download software upgrades [Bahlmann, col.2, 11.18-21]. 



Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments filed October 02, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive because of the following: Synnestvedt teaches a method for 
configuring a first network device [= cable modem 102] in a communication network [= 
Internet 108] [see abstract], comprising: selecting one or more subsets of a plurality of 
standardized network equipment configuration parameters [= selects parameters based 
on policies, step 308 of fig. 3] by setting a variable to a certain value [= generate 
configuration file, step 310 of fig. 3] corresponding to the subset [fig. 3 and col.4, II. 9 
through col. 5, II. 32]; saving the values [= resulting configuration can be generated 
according to the DOCSIS configuration file standard, see abstract] corresponding to the 
selected subsets to a database entry [= a local configuration database, col. 6, 11.61-62] 
on a server [= the configuration policy data being optionally cached on the TFTP server, 
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see abstract] with a user interface [= configuration file being viewable through a user 
interface, see abstract and col. 7, II.5-40]; loading the configuration parameters from the 
server to the first network device [= sending binary configuration file to the cable modem 
in step 316 of fig. 3 and col. 5, 11.9-10]; and setting software switches within the first 
network device based on the configuration file [= software upgrades as well as providing 
the new service of dynamically generating DOCSIS compliant configuration files to 
cable modem, col.3, II.40-53].. 

27. In response to applicant's arguments that no such actual DOCSIS parameters 
are present in the configuration file of the present claims, the examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Synnestvedt teaches generating configuration files at step 310 based on 
selected parameters at step 308 in fig.3. Therefore, Synnestvedt discloses the claimed 
feature as show in above. 

28. In response to applicant's argument that the present application creates a config 
file that governs firmware switches executed by the EMTA to switch on and/or off 
subsets of PacketCable specified functionality, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Applicant's argument does not commensurate with the scope of the claim. Claim 1 
directly or indirectly recites setting software switches within the first network device 
based on the configuration file. However, claim 1 does not recite the limitation of 
"creates a config file that governs firmware switches executed by the EMTA to switch on 
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and/or off subsets of PacketCable specified functionality" (emphasis added). Therefore, 
Synnestvedt discloses the claimed feature as show in above. 

Conclusion 

29. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday (6:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Follansbee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2451 



